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The village phone box at Rise End has become a tempo-
rary drop-off and collection point for food and other items 
which people may need during the lockdown. 

The box was set up by Lucy Beresford, who saw a similar 
phone box in another village on a Facebook post. “It was 
a spur of the moment thing,” says Lucy. “I went down that 
morning to clean it, and then posted about it on Facebook. 
Everyone else has been brilliant – it’s been a joint effort.”

Items in the phone box  include tinned food, books and 
games, and  have been left for anyone who needs them. 

We would like to congratulate all involved for their hard 
work and generosity. See page 4 for more information 
about help available in the village, and page 3 for an up-
date from the church.

Take What you Need!

Bins

Blue bin: 
4th/18th May and 1st June

Grey bin: 
11th/26th May

The Food bin is now being collected fortnightly 
with the Grey Bin. Green Bin collections are sus-
pended until further notice

The crews will be trying to take recycling side 
waste where possible - details at  
www.derbyshiredales.gov.uk/excessrecycling

Parish Council Meetings
Middleton Parish Council Meetings

The current HM Government restrictions mean that 
future meetings of the Parish Council are under review 
and will be considered on a case by case basis.

The Annual Parish Meetings (which is not a meeting of 
the Parish Council) and the Annual Meeting of the Par-
ish Council both of which were to have taken on Mon-
day 11th May have been cancelled.

The Parish Council currently has no plans to hold “re-
mote” or “virtual” meetings, but again, this will be kept 
under review.”



Diff’ from 

or % of 

average

Date

Mean max temp 8.8c +0.8c
Mean min temp 1.8c +0.1c 
Highest maximum 14.3c 24th
Lowest minimum -1.0c 6th
Total Rainfall 60.3mm 70%
Wettest Day 21.6mm 9th
Days with rain 15
Total Sunshine 117.4 hrs 126%
Sunniest Day 10.4 hrs 26th
Days with no sunshine 3

Weather March 2020 
by Dave Evans

Wet at first then dry and sunny 
 
The mean temperature in March was just a little above 
the 30-year average with a few short warm spells offset-
ting longer spells of cooler weather.

It was the driest March since 2012 with most of the rain 
falling in the first half of the month and only 3.4 mm 
recorded in the second half. The rainfall total for the first 
quarter of the year is 383.0 mm, 140% of average, and 
the 4th wettest first quarter in the last 43 years. 

Sunshine was above average, but it wasn’t quite as sunny 
as last March, which had a similar weather pattern of 
wet first half and dry second half.

It was the least foggy March since 1995 and the least 
snowy since 2014. The only lying snow was a thin cover 
on the morning of the 3rd.

The mean wind speed was a little below average for 
March and the highest gust recorded on the moor was 63 
mph on the 12th.

For Sale
Dry Seasoned Logs

Bulk bag: £55
Large net of logs: £2.50

Net of sticks: £2

Phone or text David on 
07900481845

Sam Kitching 
Tree surgery - hedge trimming 
- stump removal - hedge man-

agement - tree trimming - stump 
grinding - log sales 

Fully Insured 

07824 46921



Housecoal, Smokeless Fuel, Logs, 
Kindling & Firelighters

Quality fuels at unbeatable value

Signal Fuels
01773 747027 07974 434447

07970 215726

Approved coal merchants
Our reputation is glowing

Lime Tree Music Centre  
Matlock Based Music Services  

Instrumental Tuition  
Fully Equipped Rehearsal Space  

Audio Recording  
Free 30 Minute Trial Lesson!  

Phone Harry on 07577 754698  
Or email: music@ limetreemusiccentre.co.uk  

www.limetreemusiccentre.co.uk

As someone recovering from lung surgery, I am begin-
ning a period of isolation and comforted by the pile of 
books I have here to read.  Amongst them is the amazing 
“Middleton Remembers” Project report by Lucy God-
frey.  Just out, it sets out the life stories of the men from 
Middleton who served in World War One – both those 
who survived and the many who died.  It’s a fascinating 
glimpse into the lives of people behind the headlines 
of history: ordinary people trying to do the right thing 
in tough circumstances and many of them rising to do 
extraordinary things on behalf of others.  

This is a good thing to be reading at this time, as, once 
again, a community is asked to respond to a crisis in 
which ordinary people can make a difference, by show-
ing the amazing things they are capable of.  The Covid19 
virus crisis will, of course, bring out some of the bad 
things in our society: already we see some signs of the 
greediness and self-centredness that can undermine our 
shared lives; but this is also a time when, together, we 
can do great things over the next few months.  Already, 
it is heartening to see the signs of a community pull-
ing together, looking after one another, and supporting 
those who are vulnerable.  I hope we will find new ways 
to keep in touch with one another, even though doing so 
“at a distance”.  After all, isn’t that what new technolo-
gies are really for: keeping in touch with quick personal 
messages, letting people know we are there for them, 
using the phone to have real conversations, and sending 
photos that will make others laugh or feel in touch.

In keeping with government requirements, the church 
across the country has suspended Sunday services, but 

we remain determined to still offer a focus for commu-
nity life.  The building will remain open for as long as 
we can and provide a safe quiet space to reflect, pray, 
remember others and draw strength from being part 
of wider community.  You will find suitable prayers in 
church to focus your thoughts, or just feel free to sit qui-
etly and reflect.  Once a week one of the clergy will come 
into the church for half an hour of prayer to support the 
needs of the village and each Sunday at 11 a.m. I will 
hold a short service of prayer at home and include in that 
all the needs of the village.  So, if you know of someone 
who needs prayer, or if you are concerned about some 
aspect of our community, then either tell one of our 
church members or call me (01629 824549) and we will 
include that in the continuing cycle of prayer.

The other thing we can all keep going is our support for 
the Food Bank in this area, providing food for vulnerable 
families.  Sadly, there has been a sharp decline in dona-
tions to Food Banks and there is a considerable need, so 
please continue to donate items either in the Food Bank 
boxes at the Coop in Wirksworth, at Sainsburys in Mat-
lock or in the basket in the porch at church itself, which 
is opened daily.  A list of what is needed is on the outside 
noticeboard of church and donations collected weekly on 
a Friday.

Like those young men from Middleton who, over 100 
years ago, rose to extraordinary deeds in a crisis, we 
too can show the strength of our community life, our 
resilience and patience over a long period, and our deep 
concern for one another. 
Peter Lewis

Church News 



Q. Can you tell the Pump readers how the Middleton 
Covid19 Group came into being? 
A. I had seen similar ideas being posted, and had also 
seen awful stories of people taking advantage of people 
in other areas, such as people approaching the elderly 
and offering to do shopping then not returning with the 
goods or money. So, I posted on the local existing Mid-
dleton Facebook page suggesting this as an idea! There 
was a fantastic reply from residents offering support! It 
escalated quite quickly! And the next day I was able to 
create the group and had on board a number of wonder-
ful admin and volunteers!

Q. Do you have an organising group? If so, who are 
they? 
A. Myself - Nicola Wallace, Carol Houghton, Claire Brown, 
Lisa Varney, Helen Bovey and James Weston, who may 
I add has been fantastic with all our technical needs, he 
created and printed all our leaflets, set up our central-
ised phone number and manages this.

Q. Can you repeat once again what service is being of-
fered and how should residents in need make contact? 
A. We are offering the following services:

• Picking up shopping and prescriptions. 
• Posting mail. 
• A friendly phone-call. 
• Access via a referral scheme to a food bank. I must 
stress this is and will be kept strictly confidential. Our 
volunteers will organise the referrals and then collect 
and deliver supplies directly. 
• We have some volunteers who are trained and reg-
istered in and around mental health services. They are 
kindly offering free of charge support to both adults 
and children who are struggling with stress and anxiety 
at this time. 

Anyone who is requiring any service should contact us 
on 01629 352018 and one of our volunteers will happily 
deal with requests for support and/or queries. 

Any issues which aren’t listed that residents may face 
may be able to be dealt with as they present, residents 
can contact us, and we endeavour to provide assistance 
to help where we can.

Q. I understand that Dr. Penny Blackwell from Hannage 
Brook Medical Centre is supporting the Group. Can you 
tell me in what way? 

A. Penny Blackwell is liaising with myself and other group 
administrators from other surrounding villages. She is 
keeping us all updated with advice and guidance con-
cerning the clinical side of support. Again, this is all con-
fidential. Penny only makes referrals with an individual’s 
consent.

Q. What links have you made with other agencies? 
A. We are working with other local villages to make sure 
we are all following the same guidelines and advice. We 
have registered our group with Derbyshire County Coun-
cil Response Unit and are awaiting any specific details 
and instructions they may have.

We have established contact with Canon David Truby, 
who wishes residents to know that the church website 
will be regularly updated with services and prayers. Also, 
should anyone require any spiritual guidance or support 
he is available for telephone conversations.

We are in the process of registering our admin staff and 
volunteers with the Wirksworth Community safeguarding 
team. All volunteers will be checked via current DBS or 
references. Hopefully, soon all volunteers will have an ID 
badge, which will carry the acronym WCRG, and display a 
photo alongside their name. It is important that our resi-
dents know that those turning up on doorsteps to sup-
port them will be registered. The number for residents to 
check if a volunteer is registered is - 01773 317123

We urge residents to only contact us on 01629 352018 
and deal only with volunteers with whom they have 
already spoken and arranged a home visit. I must also 
add that our volunteers are not able to deal with cash at 
this moment, so we also urge residents not to hand over 
cash to anyone who calls at their homes! We have ways 
of working around contactless payments, which can be 
made over the phone to both Ken’s and Palin’s!

Anyone requiring any further information can visit our 
Facebook page -  Middleton Covid 19 support group or 
email us on middletoncovid19@outlook.com

Q. is the group independent of the NHS Volunteer Force 
recently established? 
A. Yes, the group is independent from the NHS Volunteer 
force - we were established prior to them. However, we 
will work with them should they request our support. 

Interview with Nicola Wallace – Covid-19 Group, Middleton



You may have heard of local initiatives that have popped 
up all over the country to help respond to the desperate 
need in the NHS for protective clothing prompted by the 
current coronavirus crisis. We have a group in Middleton 
that is working alongside the Facebook group For the 
Love of Scrubs, to make this clothing for staff working in 
hospitals and care homes in the Derbyshire Dales and 
Peak District. 

If you can sew and have a machine, can you help by mak-
ing scrubs (sanitary clothing for the wards) and/or head-
bands, fabric face masks, caps and laundry bags? We can 
supply instructions and materials if you don’t have any of 
the items in the list below. Fabric for the COVID 19 wards 

will be supplied to us.

If you aren’t able to help with sewing, could you donate 
any of the following:

• Pillow cases – to be used as wash bags for scrubs 
• Sheets – to be used for wash bags, head bands and 
also scrubs, depending on quality. 
• Buttons – approximately. 2cm in diameter, to use on 
face masks. 
• Cord/Cotton tape – for bags and trousers.

Please leave any donated items in the labelled box just 
inside the door of the Holy Trinity Church in Main Street, 
Middleton. All fabric items must be 100% cotton or poly-
cotton. 

Contact Carole Sedgwick carolesedgwick@hotmail.
com or ring 01629 822601 if you are interested in being 
involved.. 

During this crisis we thought we would run a series of 
new items. If any of our readers would like to share 
their thoughts on a film which made a strong impact on 
them for whatever reason, then do please send us your 
thoughts.  
mail@middletonvillagepump.co.uk   
Or,Middleton Village Pump c/o The Nelson Arms

Hunt for the Wilderpeople (2016)  
Director Taika Waititi 
by Pamela Butler 

If you haven’t come across this film yet, then gather eve-
ryone in the family, sit down and watch it together - it’s 
a genuine all-ages adventure comedy and lockdown an-
tidote with dogs, horses, charging wild pigs and the best 
car chase scene since Mad Max - all set in back country 
New Zealand’s glorious landscape.

Troubled city child Ricky Baker is taken to live with foster 
parents Bella and Hector (Sam Neill) on their remote 
farm. Gradually Ricky settles in, especially after he is 
given a dog. Then Bella dies and Child Services decide to 
send Ricky back to the orphanage. Ricky clumsily fakes 

his suicide by burning down a barn and runs away into 
the bush with his dog where he gets hopelessly lost. Hec-
tor chases after him, finds him easily but then breaks his 
ankle in a fall.

Child welfare services officer Paula accompanied by po-
lice officer Andy, find the homestead deserted and con-
clude that the bereaved and mentally unstable Hector 
has abducted him. They set off a national manhunt. Ricky 
and Hector agree to disappear into the bush together 
and live wild for 5 months with many adventures, until 
they are finally caught in a helicopter and car chase.

Director Taika Waititi made this New Zealand’s top-gross-
ing film. He’s also responsible for What We Do in the 
Shadows, the vampire flat share black, black comedy and 
the recent hit Jojo Rabbit.

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt4698684/
plotsummary?ref_=tt_stry_pl

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taika_Waititi

Lockdown Cinema

The Middleton Scrub Hub



The idea for this project “Middleton Over the Rainbow” 
was sparked off by coincidence a couple of weeks ago. 
Firstly, as Marie and I were taking our daily exercise stroll 
over the Moor, we happened to pass by and have a chat 
with a member of the editorial team of this esteemed 
publication (at a safe “social distance” of course!). Dur-
ing this conversation, we were asked if the local band, 
“NDY”, could put something together for the next digital 
issue of the pump whilst recognising that we’re all in 
Lockdown isolation. Secondly, the song “Somewhere 
Over the Rainbow” was adopted (Nationally it seems) as 
an Anthem for our Lockdown situation, and the Rainbow 
likewise adopted as a symbol of gratitude to the Essential 
Services trying to keep us as healthy and sane as possi-
ble. The third element was that one of our band mem-
bers, Olwyn Bailey found a copy of the music for Some-
where Over the Rainbow in a musical key that we could 
all cope with, and emailed it to the band. All of these 
things happened independently of each other and at 
about the same time. Marie then suggested to the band 
members that we should each record ourselves playing 
the tune and (this is the bit which came as a surprise to 
me!) that I could find some software to put it  together.

Somewhere Over the Rainbow by Not Dead Yet (NDY)

It came as no surprise that the band members took 
on the task, honoured to do something like this. Each 
member of the group recorded themselves using the 
metronome speed of 90 and the tempo. I accepted the 
challenge of gathering in these pieces and mixing them 
together as  one of my six impossible things to do before 
breakfast. The result is published here. The members 
of the NDY band are not professional musicians, in fact 
most of us (being of a certain age) have only taken up 
playing music as something to do nearing or having 
reached retirement – and oh yes, we are all well aware 
that this rendition will most likely not reach the charts! 
The video clips and photographs of the Village were all 
taken on 19th April during another “daily exercise” stroll 
over the Moor (I expect now to be arrested for taking 
my exercise stroll armed with a camera!) and the band 
member photos were either “selfies” or taken by a family 
member during the last couple of weeks. And now the 
“Marmite” moment, you’ll love it or hate it, go play it!

https://youtu.be/pFjZPt4FyTE 

Sandy Clark



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Installers of cavity wall and 

loft insulation; also loft ladders 

and boarding 

 

01629 824595       07802 845223 

www.dsinsulations.co.uk 

 

 

LADIES BOX-FIT  
At Middleton Village Hall 

Fridays 6.30-7.30pm 

£5 per session or £45 for 10 sessions 

To reserve a place or more info text Jill on 

07976 158076 or find me on Facebook 

@thefitnessshedwithjill 

 

 

PJB Projects 

Groundwork and Construction 

Minidigger & driver, drives, dropped kerbs, paths, 

extensions, garages & conservatories, 

landscaping, fencing & stonewalling 

15 years experience. 

Fully Qualified and Insured. 

Call Phil for a free estimate at a realistic price 

07977 240223 

 

 

PARISH COUNCILLORS                    Tel   
Cllr Dawn Greatorex     (chair)               01629 356 661 
Cllr Peter Slack                          01629 823 359 
Cllr Olwen Wilson  01629 822701 
Cllr Glynis Spencer 
Cllr Tina Taylor 
Parish Clerk:  John Rowe 07717 137526 
www.middletonbywirksworth-pc.gov.uk 
 
DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
Elisa McDonagh  
elisa.mcdonagh@derbyshiredales.gov.uk                          07838312714 
Mike Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth 823023 
mike.ratcliffe@derbyshiredales.gov.uk 
Peter Slack, 31 Chapel Lane, Middleton 823359 
Peter.slack@derbyshiredales.gov.uk 
 
COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
Irene Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth 823023   
 
Village Hall 
For bookings contact Jane  825154 
Village Hall Website www.middletonvh.org.uk 
 
Post Office Opening Times 

At the Nelson Arms. Tel 01629 733520 / 07770 662364 
Monday 2pm-4.50pm 
Wednesday 2pm-4.50pm 
Thursday 9am-11.50pm 
 
Parish Council Meetings 
Ordinary meetings will be held at 6.30pm on the second Monday of each month (except 
August) in the Committee Room of the Village Hall.  Members of the public are welcome to 
attend meetings and to raise concerns or make representations to the Council during the 
Public Participation section of the meeting. 

 
Police 
Contact your local team on 0345 123 33 33 or email directly to 
PCSO 4413 Sue Lester suzanne.lester.4413@derbyshire.pnn.police.uk 
 
Village Pump Editors 
Lucy Peacock 820831 
John Sedgwick                     822601 
Rob Rawlinson 824655 
Anna Clark 

Ellen Foster ATCL Music Lessons 

Singing, Recorder, Cello, Bass Guitar,  
Piano / keyboard. 

 

Enhanced DBS. All ages welcome, 

beginners or improvers. 

Competitive rates and discounted 

bundles available.  

 

Tel: 07855812753 or 

email ellenfostermusic@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Free Range Eggs 

Free range eggs £2.40 per 

dozen. Can deliver in the 

village. 

Tel. Sam Kitching 07824469219 

 

 

Paws on Paths 
 

Dog walking services 

Middleton Enhanced CRB, 

specially adapted vehicle 

Tel. Michael Kitching 

07982806741 

M J Petts 

Plumbing & Heating 

Installation – Service – 

Repair 

 
07580 457426 

mjpetts@hotmail.co.uk 

Gas Safe Registered - 551336 

       

Liam Delaney 

Dry Stone Walling 

Free estimates 
Lifetime guarantee on all works 

Tel: 07872 490521 

Email: lddrystonewalling@gmail.com 
Web: liamdelaneydrystonewalling.co.uk 

http://www.dsinsulations.co.uk/
http://www.middletonbywirksworth-pc.gov.uk/
mailto:elisa.mcdonagh@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
mailto:mike.ratcliffe@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
mailto:Peter.slack@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
http://www.middletonvh.org.uk/
mailto:suzanne.lester.4413@derbyshire.pnn.police.uk
javascript:OpenNewWindow('/webmail/Mondo/lang/sys/Forms/MAI/compose.aspx?MsgTo=ellenfostermusic%40gmail.com&MsgSubject=&MsgCc=&MsgBcc=&MsgBody=',570,450)
mailto:lddrystonewalling@gmail.com



