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Roll of Honour 2020

Nominations for the 2020 Roll of Honour award are invited from residents for people who have made a significant 
contribution to the life of the village.

Nominations must include the name of the person you are nominating and why you feel they should be awarded the 
2020 Roll of Honour.  You should also include your name, address, telephone number and email address.

Please email or post your nominations to the Parish Clerk (clerk@middletonbywirksworth-pc.gov.uk) or

John Rowe  
Parish Clerk & RFO 
1 Devonshire Villas 
Upperwood Road  
Matlock Bath  
DE4 3PD

to arrive no later than 5pm Friday 4th September 2020.

Face masks for the village

The Middleton Scrub Hub are coming to the end of scrub making so thought we could use remaining fabric from your 
generous donations to make face masks for people in the village. 

Face masks are mandatory in hospitals and on public transport and strongly recommended in crowded public places. 
They are available to purchase from many shops now but they have to be thrown away once they have been worn. 
This makes them costly for us and for the environment, so we thought we could do our bit by making some washable 
fabric ones. 

They are made in 3 layers with cotton/polycotton fabric, lining and non-woven interfacing.

Please wash before use and wash them again after each use and you have to make sure they are completely dry 
before wearing again. The fabric face masks will be available in the Nelson snug/Post Office from mid-July.   A collec-
tion box will be available for donations to the Jigsaw Project for the food bank. If you are self-isolating, and would like 
one, please ring Carole Sedgwick 01629 822601.



Diff’ from 

or % of 

average

Date

Mean max temp 16.9c +3.3c 
Mean min temp 6.6c +0.1c
Highest maximum 24.4c 20th
Lowest minimum 0.1c 14th
Total Rainfall 6.4 mm 9%
Wettest Day 3.3 mm 21st
Days with rain 4
Total Sunshine 217.7 hrs 148%
Sunniest Day 14.2 hrs 29th
Days with no sunshine 0

Weather May 2020 
by Dave Evans

Warm, sunny and very dry

It was the 7th warmest May in the last 43 years but the 
average daily maximum temperature was second only to 
May 2018; the overall mean was lowered due to a large 
range in daily temperature, with the mean minimum be-
ing close to the May average, this due to very dry ground 
radiating the daytime heat once the sun had set.

It was not only the driest May on record but also the 
driest month of any name in the last 43 years. Locally 
it was almost certainly the driest calendar month since 
September 1959. Rain fell on only 4 days, the lowest on 
record in May.

Sunshine was well above average, but it was not as 
sunny as May 2018. There was some sunshine on every 
day; the first time since 1989 that the sun has shone 
every day in May.

Fog was notable by its absence and it was the least foggy 
May on record. Incongruously in such a dry and settled 
month the wind reached gale force on the 22nd with a 
gust of 65 mph on the moor, the highest on record in 
May.

The spring of 2020 ( March-May ) was the driest on 
record recording just 1mm less rainfall than spring 1990. 
During these months, rain fell on 27 days, the lowest on 
record, and in any season only the summers of 1983 and 
2018 have recorded fewer rain days.

It was also the sunniest spring on record, just beating 
1990, with 522.5 hrs of sunshine recorded, 148% of the 
30-year average.  

For Sale
Dry Seasoned Logs

Bulk bag: £55
Large net of logs: £2.50

Net of sticks: £2

Phone or text David on 
07900481845

Sam Kitching 
Tree surgery - hedge trimming 

hedge management - tree trimming
stump removal 

stump grinding - log sales 
Fully Insured 

07824 46921



 
Lime Tree Music Centre  

Matlock Based Music Services  
Instrumental Tuition  

Fully Equipped Rehearsal Space  
Audio Recording  

Free 30 Minute Trial Lesson!  
Phone Harry on 07577 754698  

Or email: music@ limetreemusiccentre.co.uk  
www.limetreemusiccentre.co.uk 01629 823276   07817 778630

As I write this, we have realised at home that this is the 
week we have to turn over the calendar in the kitchen 
and start working back towards Christmas!  I won’t imply 
that “It’s all downhill from here on!” but we did have an 
elderly relative who used to delight in pointing out from 
the beginning of July: “The nights are drawing in now!”  
But perhaps it’s right to see this as a time to take stock: 
to look back over the first half of the year and then look 
forward.

These last months have been a strange time, haven’t 
they? For many it will have been difficult and some have 
suffered the loss of friends and loved ones.  Those who 
have experienced grief have had the added strain of fu-
nerals being altered, and no opportunities for mourning 
and remembering in the usual ways.  For others, it will 
have been a time of anxiety and uncertainty – missing 
friends and family, not seeing the grandchildren or cel-
ebrating birthdays.  For many families in our community 
it will have been a time of economic stress, with worries 
about shortage of income, the future of jobs or even the 
failure of their business.  For those with children, there 
have been the pressures of home schooling and juggling 
family responsibilities with trying to work from home 
in sometimes cramped space.  But the community has 
shown great strengths too: councils and voluntary groups 
have pulled together, neighbours have supported one 
another and we have perhaps come to recognise what 
really matters in life when the chips are down.  In par-
ticular, many people will have found comfort in nature, 
with daily walks putting us in touch with the changing 
seasons and reminding us how fortunate we are to live 
where we do.

For the church, it’s been a difficult time, with no services 
in church, unable to meet up with one another and, to 

be brutally honest, a financial crisis.  Summer is the time 
in Middleton when we normally rely on raising funds 
through the Patronage Appeal (in April), the refresh-
ments for the “Open Gardens” (in May) and from our 
Summer Guitar Concert (in June).  All these will have 
to wait and, like many voluntary organisations, we will 
have to see how we can do things to raise funds in the 
autumn.  Nevertheless, the community has, once again, 
shown its generosity in so many other ways: with an 
amazing regular flow of items to the Food Bank in the 
Church porch and, across the district, a record level of 
donations for Christian Aid Week (£6818!) despite no 
door to door envelopes.  Well done – you are amazing!

Looking ahead, the church is weighing up how we can 
safely open up churches for worship complying with 
some complicated (and delayed!) government guidelines.  
This may take some time. It’s going to be difficult and we 
will continue to rely on online Zoom services (9.30 every 
Sunday https://zoom.us/j/2732241372) and experiment 
with what is possible.  Some interesting ideas are around 
about open air worship over the summer. For the com-
munity as a whole, looking ahead will be about “staying 
alert” – a vague phrase, but I guess it means being aware 
and respectful of other people, and certainly looking 
around us for those who are struggling as time goes on, 
for those whom we can help and cheer up.  Certainly, no 
great exodus to the beaches or mass barbecues inside 
locked quarries! But keep watching out for what each 
one of us might do to make this a safer, more supportive 
and caring community.  At a turning point in the year, 
that would be not a bad resolution to make for the next 
six months.

Peter Lewis 
Reader, Holy Trinity Church

Church News



Middleton Ladies Group

I’m sure like me you have all been in Isolation, and only 
able to “Walk the Streets” once a day. I have been fortu-
nate that I have been able to sit in the garden on bright 
days, and even share my space with the odd Friend (suit-
ably distanced), or chat over the wall.

How lucky we are to live in this remarkable village as 
even the “daily” walk has been a blessing when you pass 
other friends and neighbours and stand (again suitably 
distanced) to chat, particularly if you live alone.

God bless our wonderful families and friends for their 
tireless energy doing our shopping be it food or seeds 
and plants etc. to keep us busy.  Never a complaint about 
having to queue, a special thanks to my darling Suzanne, 
despite having to work from home, these “Angels” have 
been steadfast.

Like many of you I have done a copious amount of bak-

ing....cakes..pastry, and bread. I have made so much 
bread, and even hot cross buns (without the crosses).    
Most enjoyable, but OMG! the waistline has suffered.  
Knitting and sewing too.  I know some have made 
“Scrubs and Masks etc” well done! I’ve knit a lot of 
“rainbow Octopus” and sewn a few masks, and of course 
(back ache permitting) have done some gardening.

I really felt I couldn’t hoover any more, as I was losing 
the pile from the carpet, and wiping and disinfecting sur-
faces that only I am using, but like everyone else I watch 
the news, and keep on going whilst thinking of All those 
Victims of this Silent and Unseen Virus.

I have really missed our Ladies Group, and particularly 
this year knowing what your Committee had planned, 
but rest assured as soon as the present restrictions are 
lifted we can be “Up and Running”, your Committee will 
bounce into “Action”, and ring you All.

Please keep Well....Sending you All my Warmest Best 
Wishes..Pam xx

Thankyou!

to the people of our district for raising a total of £6818 
for Christian Aid Week

Over £4200 was raised by donations via our new use 
of a JustGiving page, over £1300 has come in cash and 
cheques from those unable to give online, and another 
£1300 will come from the Gift Aid that can be collected 
on your donations.  Brilliant!  Thank you so much to all 
of you.  This exceeds door-to-door collections in recent 
years and, in the current difficult circumstances, is an 
OUTSTANDING RESULT!  You are all Amazing!

What next?

These efforts will allow Christian Aid to work on Covid19 
protection projects in Nigerian villages and refugee 
camps around the globe.  It would be useful to have 
feedback from our supporters as to which means of 
donating worked best for you and any suggestions for 
the future. We are now turning our attention back to 

our ongoing Community Partnership to raise funds for 
work amongst refugees in Iraq and Lebanon.  In the cities 
of Kirkuk and Tikrit in Iraq, we are supporting partner 
projects working with 18 to 35-year-old refugees, help-
ing them with the skills to set up small businesses. In 
Lebanon, Wirksworth’s partner runs centres providing 
support to around 1,280 children and their parents or 
caretakers, working on core subjects like maths, science 
and English, and support for children to attend school or 
buy school supplies.  Every pound we raise here will be 
match funded SIX times by a German charity and, so far, 
we have raised over £6000 and hope to reach £7500 by 
the end of the year.  This would mean a total of £50,000 
for the two projects.

Unable to raise money in the usual ways this Spring and 
Summer, we will be announcing some bold new fund-
raising ventures that can be done with social distancing 
or online.  Watch out for details! But, throughout the 
summer, YOU can donate directly to these Community 
Partnerships by either making out a cheque payable to 
Wirksworth and District Christian Aid Committee and 
passing it either to Rev Bob Rhodes on 01629 823623 
or to the Treasurer, David Pankhurst, by post at 9 Sough 
Lane, Wirksworth, DE4 4FQ, or by making a Bank Trans-
fer to “Wirksworth & District Christian Aid Committee” 
Sort Code: 30-90-25, Account No: 00637265

Wirksworth & District 
Christian Aid  
Committee



On March 20th, we were told we had to close our doors 
and effectively ‘mothball’ the school for the foreseeable 
future.  As the children left school with expressions of 
confusion, worry and sadness, this was one of the most 
difficult days our school has ever seen.  As a staff we 
worked hard to reassure our children and families, that 
school would still be here and we would continue to 
work together, but in the back of our minds, we did not 
know what the future would bring. 

In the proceeding few days headteachers of local schools 
worked quickly and effectively to create a ‘Hub School’ 
for key worker children at Wirksworth Junior School.  
Seven schools joined together to provide child care and 
education for children of frontline workers, during this 
challenging time. We were open each day, including over 
the Easter and Whitsun breaks, to support families that 
needed us. 

Classroom organisation back at school 
Whilst the lockdown continued staff found new ways 
of supporting children’s learning at home. They created 
home learning activities through our school website, and 
communicated with families regularly to make sure all 
were well and felt supported.  Staff found new ways to 
meet together, as we developed our technological under-
standing.  Alongside all of this, staff worked at The Hub, 
helping and supporting those children whose parents 
were so busy in frontline services - our building has been 
closed, but our school has not been. 

During this time of ‘lockdown’ the Department for Edu-
cation and Government sent over 90 guidance updates 
(often over 70 pages long) to schools. Keeping abreast of 
all this information has been extremely challenging.  We 
tried hard to keep our families informed (without feeling 
bombarded!), as the lockdown progressed.

A key document arrived during the middle of May, which 
meant that we could start to develop a plan to re-open 
school.  As you can imagine the measures that have 
needed to be in place have been significant.  Risk assess-
ments have been carefully constructed to ensure the 
safety of both children and staff.  We have needed to cre-
ate ‘bubbles’ – groups of children and staff in designated 
areas.  We have utilised the Village Hall, which has been 
crucial in our ability to make 4 bubble groups. Children 
and staff cannot move between groups, and ‘pop’ bub-
bles, and must only stay in designated areas, so effec-
tively our school is split into quarters at the moment.  
Alongside this, we are trying to make school as normal 
and comfortable for the children as possible.     

Finally, we were told that we would be able to welcome 
children of specific year groups back to school, and on 
June 1st we opened our doors and welcomed our chil-
dren. In our first week we had 21 children in school.  This 
figure is slowly growing, but we are limited by the 2m 
distancing rule.   
    
Continued on next page  

School news 
by Alison Dugdale (Head teacher)



School news cont.

Our children have been courageous and selfless, and as 
a community we should be proud of the sacrifices they 
have made.  It is hard to be away from your friends and 
extended families when you are a child, and whilst we as 
adults have a little more understanding, for our children 
this time has been strange and confusing. 

I am so proud of how our children, staff and school 
community have faced this challenge.  These have been 
unprecedented times for us all, but we have continued 
to work together for the good of everyone.  Hopefully, as 
the weeks progress, we will return to a new normal, but 
continue to remember this feeling of togetherness and 
community.  

As the term progresses, we move on and try to invent 
new ways of working with the new families we will 
welcome in September, and the children and families of 
our Year 6 who will be leaving us at the end of term.  We 
have virtual meetings, postcards home, picnics, video 
services, welcome videos and even water balloon fights 
planned which we hope will give our Y6 children their 
end of school ‘rites of passage’ and our new children a 
real sense of belonging. 

Here are a few pictures of children back at school, we 
are so pleased to welcome them back – we really have 
missed them!  

Bin Days

Blue bin/Green bin:

13th and 27th July  

Grey bin:

6th/20th July and 3rd Aug

The Food Bin is still being collected fortnightly with the Grey Bin. 

The Council has not been able to distribute Biodegradable bags this spring.  Either put food directly into the bin and 
wash it out afterwards or use biodegradable bags which comply with EN 13432. They’re on ebay.

Green Bin collections resumed on 1st June and are continuing.

Remember old batteries of all types can be put in a bag on top of the blue bin for recycling.

The crews will be trying to take recycling side waste where possible - please check how to present excess recycling at 
www.derbyshiredales.gov.uk/excessrecycling



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Installers of cavity wall and 

loft insulation; also loft ladders 

and boarding 

 

01629 824595       07802 845223 

www.dsinsulations.co.uk 

 

 

LADIES BOX-FIT  
At Middleton Village Hall 

Fridays 6.30-7.30pm 

£5 per session or £45 for 10 sessions 

To reserve a place or more info text Jill on 

07976 158076 or find me on Facebook 

@thefitnessshedwithjill 

 

 

PJB Projects 

Groundwork and Construction 

Minidigger & driver, drives, dropped kerbs, paths, 

extensions, garages & conservatories, 

landscaping, fencing & stonewalling 

15 years experience. 

Fully Qualified and Insured. 

Call Phil for a free estimate at a realistic price 

07977 240223 

 

 

PARISH COUNCILLORS                    Tel   
Cllr Dawn Greatorex      01629 356 661 
Cllr Peter Slack                          01629 823 359 
Cllr Olwen Wilson  01629 822701 
Cllr Glynis Spencer 
Cllr Tina Hymas-Taylor 
Parish Clerk:  John Rowe 07717 137526 
clerk@middletonbywirksworth-pc.gov.uk 
www.middletonbywirksworth-pc.gov.uk 
 
DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
Elisa McDonagh  
elisa.mcdonagh@derbyshiredales.gov.uk                          07838312714 
Mike Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth 823023 
mike.ratcliffe@derbyshiredales.gov.uk 
Peter Slack, 31 Chapel Lane, Middleton 823359 
Peter.slack@derbyshiredales.gov.uk 
 
COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
Irene Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth 823023   
 
Village Hall 
For bookings contact Jane  825154 
Village Hall Website www.middletonvh.org.uk 
 
Post Office Opening Times 

At the Nelson Arms. Tel 01629 733520 / 07770 662364 
Monday 2pm-4.50pm 
Wednesday 2pm-4.50pm 
Thursday 9am-11.50pm 
 
Parish Council Meetings 
Ordinary meetings will be held at 6.45pm on the second Monday of each month (except 
August) in the Committee Room of the Village Hall.  Members of the public are welcome to 
attend meetings and to raise concerns or make representations to the Council during the 
Public Participation section of the meeting. 

 
Police 
Contact your local team on 0345 123 33 33  
 
Village Pump Editors 
Lucy Peacock 820831 
John Sedgwick                     822601 
Rob Rawlinson 824655 
Anna Clark 

Ellen Foster ATCL Music Lessons 

Singing, Recorder, Cello, Bass Guitar,  
Piano / keyboard. 

 

Enhanced DBS. All ages welcome, 

beginners or improvers. 

Competitive rates and discounted 

bundles available.  

 

Tel: 07855812753 or 

email ellenfostermusic@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Free Range Eggs 

Free range eggs £2.40 per 

dozen. Can deliver in the 

village. 

Tel. Sam Kitching 07824469219 

 

 

Paws on Paths 
 

Dog walking services 

Middleton Enhanced CRB, 

specially adapted vehicle 

Tel. Michael Kitching 

07982806741 

M J Petts 

Plumbing & Heating 

Installation – Service – 

Repair 

 
07580 457426 

mjpetts@hotmail.co.uk 

Gas Safe Registered - 551336 

       

Liam Delaney 

Dry Stone Walling 

Free estimates 
Lifetime guarantee on all works 

Tel: 07872 490521 

Email: lddrystonewalling@gmail.com 
Web: liamdelaneydrystonewalling.co.uk 

http://www.dsinsulations.co.uk/
http://www.middletonbywirksworth-pc.gov.uk/
mailto:elisa.mcdonagh@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
mailto:mike.ratcliffe@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
mailto:Peter.slack@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
http://www.middletonvh.org.uk/
javascript:OpenNewWindow('/webmail/Mondo/lang/sys/Forms/MAI/compose.aspx?MsgTo=ellenfostermusic%40gmail.com&MsgSubject=&MsgCc=&MsgBcc=&MsgBody=',570,450)
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