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Bins
Blue bin/Green bin: 
19th October/2nd November

Grey bin: 
12th/26th October/9th Nov.

The crews will try to take recycling 
side waste where possible - please 
check how to present excess recy-
cling at www.derbyshiredales.gov.
uk/excessrecycling

Used batteries for recycling can be 
put in a bag on top of the Blue bin. 

Deadline for next issue: Thursday 23rd October 
Please send items by email to mail@middletonvillagepump.co.uk or leave at the Nelson

Pump Deliveries Return!
Since ‘lockdown’, the Pump has been produced monthly (with the exception 
of August) but released on-line only.

Many of our readers have gone without reading the Pump as a result. Our 
volunteers have now agreed to return to the doorstep. The editors would like 
to say how much we appreciate their efforts, an opinion that we are sure will 
echo throughout the community. We would like to thank Marie Clark, Angie 
Corby, Annie Nelson, Pam Butler, Rob Rawlinson, Ruth Woolsey, Hilary Casey, 
Catherine Housley, Suzanne Meikle-Janny, Judith Berrisford, and Edwina 
Strike. Edwina is currently doing Sue Stephenson’s round while Sue recovers 
from ill health – speedy recovery, Sue, from all of us. Angie Corby after many, 
many, years will be leaving the Village and Carole Sedgwick will be taking 
over her round. A very special thank you Angie and best wishes on your 
move to Des and yourself.

If you missed out on the summer issues of the Village Pump, you can find 
them on the Parish Council website: www.middletonbywirksworth-pc.gov.uk

See page 2 for more information about Middleton Covid-19 Group



Christmas Lights ‘Switch-on’ is cancelled.
In a letter to residents dated 5 September, Dawn Greatorex writes:

‘Morning everybody, I hope you are all keeping well. 

Unfortunately, due to Covid-19, the Village Green Committee has taken 
the decision to cancel the switch on of the Christmas Lights at the end of 
November.  We shall still be having lights and a tree, but no official switch 
on. 

The committee will put up some posters under the bus shelter and in the 
notice boards, so that residents get to know of our decision. 

Many thanks,  
 
Dawn’. 

Middleton Covid-19 Group

Thank you to The Pump for allowing us to share the fol-
lowing information.

We just wanted to remind residents of Middleton that 
we are still up and running, and are preparing the best 
we can for the months ahead.

We will be aiming to offer the same support as earlier 
in the year. Our volunteers can arrange the collection of 
prescriptions and pick and pack shopping, all of which 
can be paid for via telephone from Ken’s in Wirksworth 
for those isolating.

We are also working with John Searl, who is the local co-
ordinator of the foodbank working alongside Jigsaw. For 
those families who find themselves in need of assistance 
from the foodbank should contact one of our volunteers 
on the number below. Details will be taken from you 
confidentially.

May I also add that I have been informed that demand 
for crisis food parcels has risen dramatically in the past 
week. The food bank is in particular need of:

• Tinned meats.

• Desserts, such as Custard, rice pudding and angel 
delight. Especially any desserts suitable for children.

• Crisps - ideally family packs which can be split 
between parcels.

Any donations to the foodbank will be very much appre-
ciated. There is a hamper in the village church doorway 
where donations can be left.

We are also looking at establishing a jigsaw exchange for 
those residents who may find themselves with a need to 
occupy themselves during any isolation/lonely periods. 
Procedures will be taken to ensure that puzzles will be 
sanitised and stored for a period prior to distribution. 
Any donations of jigsaws, or puzzle books, would be very 
greatly received, and collections arranged.

May I also take this opportunity to request that if any-
one is available to volunteer, we are always in need of 
people to join us. Anyone interested can contact us on 
our phone number, via our Facebook group- Middleton 
Covid 19 support group or via email- middletoncovid19@
gmail.com

Just a reminder that all our volunteers will carry with 
them a valid ID badge, anyone with concerns can contact 
us directly or (01773) 317123. We remind residents to 
please only liaise with volunteers carrying the correct 
identification.

I hope this finds you all well! Take care and stay safe. 

Nicola Wallace and Middleton Covid 19 support group.

Housecoal, Smokeless Fuel, 
Logs, Kindling & Firelighters
Quality fuels at unbeatable 

value

Signal Fuels
01773 747027 07974 434447

07970 215726

Approved coal merchants
Our reputation is glowing



Diff’ from 

or % of 

average

Date

Mean max temp 19.6c +0.5c
Mean min temp 12.2c +1.0c
Highest maximum 29.5c 12th
Lowest minimum 6.1c 31st
Total Rainfall 142.5mm 179%
Wettest Day 33.1 24th
Days with rain 18
Total Sunshine 104.2 hrs 78%
Sunniest Day 10.0 hrs 7th
Days with no sunshine 1

Weather August 2020
Warm, dry first half. Wet second half

A month of contrasts. The 12th was the hottest August 
day since 1995 but the 28th was the coldest since 2003. 
The night of the 12th was the warmest in August since 
2004 but that of the 31st was the coldest since 2012.

The first half of August was the driest since 2003 but the 
second half was the wettest on record and the month 
ended as the wettest August since 2004 and the second 
wettest on record.

It was the dullest August since 2015 and although there 
was only 1 day with no sunshine at all there were 7 oth-
ers with less than half an hour of sunshine recorded.

It was the foggiest August on record, although most of 
the fog occurred at night or early in the morning; the 
previous foggiest was in 1986. 

On two days, the 21st and 25th, the mean wind speed 
almost reached gale force with the gust of 59 mph on 
the 21st, an August record. The previous record of 58 
mph, set last year, was equalled on the 25th and some 
tree damage occurred locally as a result.

The summer of 2020 was the coolest since 2015 and the 
dullest since 2012. Although it wasn’t quite as wet as 
summer 2019 the number of days with rain recorded was 
the most since 2012.  It was the windiest summer since 
2007 and the number of days in which the wind was 
from an easterly direction was the greatest since 1997.     
Dave Evans

 
Lime Tree Music Centre  

Matlock Based Music Services  
Instrumental Tuition  

Fully Equipped Rehearsal Space  
Audio Recording  

Free 30 Minute Trial Lesson!  
Phone Harry on 07577 754698  

Or email: music@ limetreemusiccentre.co.uk  
www.limetreemusiccentre.co.uk

Sam Kitching 
Tree surgery - hedge trimming 

hedge management - tree trimming
stump removal 

stump grinding - log sales 
Fully Insured 

07824 46921



For Sale
Dry Seasoned Logs

Bulk bag of hard wood : £70.00
Bulk bag of mixed wood : £60.00

Net of hard wood : £4.00
Net of mixed wood : £2.50

Feed bag of mixed wood : £3.50
Net of sticks : £2.50

Phone or text David on 
07900481845

01629 823276   07817 778630

Missing Element Mortgage Services Ltd

 
We have been helping people financing their homes for over 

25 years.

Whether you are a First Time Buyer, Home Mover, need Buy 
to Let help, Help to Buy, have past Financial Problems.

 Advising on most types of mortgages is what we do.

Find us on Social Media  
@MissingElementMortgages

Or Call 01773 856 355

Visit www.missingelement.co.uk

Your property may be repossessed if you do not keep up 
repayments on your mortgage

Middleton Panorama Board
The Panorama Board is now in place near the seat at the corner of The Moor and Rain’s Lane.   Rob Stamper, chair of 
the Environment Committee, applies the finishing touches to the erection of the board.



Church News
Change, change and change again!

Keeping up with the changes in the regulations surround-
ing the Covid 19 is beginning to be a real skill reserved 
usually for solicitors and people who have a love of 
dealing with the fine print! It’s a bit like being asked to 
read the terms and conditions when you have signed up 
to an app on your phone or buying a new sofa. If you are 
like me then usually I just go ahead and tick the box or 
add my signature at the bottom of the fine print. For all I 
know I could be signing my life away but it’s a risk I take 
because I’m more of a broad-brush type of person than 
someone who deals with minute detail. 

The problem is that all of us have to try and keep up 
with the changes. They are made in order to protect the 
population and though we can sometimes wonder why 
they contradict themselves so often or whether they are 
even necessary in the first place, they are here to stay for 
the foreseeable future; at least until there is a vaccine 
or some drug that can reduce the physical impact of the 
virus on the most vulnerable.

The thought of continuing all of this through the dark 
days of winter is not a happy one. At least the summer’s 
weather has been kind and long hours of daylight cheer 
the soul anyway. Dark days can lead to depression and 
an even greater sense of isolation for those on their own. 
How will we manage? How will we not lose our temper 
with those around us because deep down we feel an 
anxiety about the future in which it is impossible to plan 
ahead?

Personally, I’m struggling with a sense of the loss of all of 
those things of which I’ve been a part; those events and 
occasions which make up the year’s routine. It would be 
easy to become paralysed by a sense of not being able 
to do ‘stuff’ and I’m trying to think about what we can 

do within while obeying the necessary restrictions. The 
questions I face, and you will have your own, are how are 
we going to do Remembrance Sunday this year? What 
will we be able to do about all of those lovely events as 
we approach Christmas? How can I be involved in the 
life of our schools as in the past? What about keeping 
our churches open in the long term when, as Peter Lewis 
indicated last year, our income has effectively all but 
ceased. Those who give to our Patronage Scheme in the 
past have helped to keep the ship afloat. That support 
will be even more important this year.

Some things might be able to be done outdoors includ-
ing, sadly, the large number of funerals that we have had 
in Middleton of late. Some things will just not happen. 
But some things can, including the support that has been 
and will be provided by the support network within Mid-
dleton. We can do our services on line, though we are ac-
tually able to have one service per month at Holy Trinity 
(on third Sunday’s of the month). 

Sadly we are having to say goodbye to Peter Lewis and 
his wife Rae. Peter has been very much involved in 
the life of the church in Middleton and we will feel the 
loss as they leave Wirksworth to live closer to family in 
Warwickshire. I, and the congregation at Holy Trinity are 
grateful for all that he has done in recent years.

As my title suggested, things are changing, but we can 
look to our Faith to help us deal with that change, mind-
ful of the love and compassion which is required of us 
by Jesus our Saviour.  Keep well, keep safe, and care for 
each other.

Yours, as ever

Canon David Truby (Team Rector)

Refills on the Road
Hi! I run Refills on the Road, a mobile zero waste shop that has been coming to Middleton weekly since a week or 
two after lockdown began in March. I park the van at The Nelson from 10-12, maybe a bit longer depending on de-
mand. 

I wondered if you’d be willing to put a small note in for residents to let them know about this service on their door-
step every Tuesday morning. I stock 100 cupboard staples plus an additional 38 herbs and spices; I also refill bot-
tles of washing up liquid, laundry liquid, etc. Some people may know me from when I used to stand on Wirksworth 
Market.

Darcie Cousins



It has been a lovely, if very busy start to the term.  Times 
are different at the moment because of the current 
Covid situation, and staff have been working very hard 
over the Summer to prepare for the new term, ensuring 
the safety and well-being of all our children and staff.  
Risk assessments and protocols are in place, and we are 
working hard to ensure we are following all Government 
and Local Authority guidelines.  

Having said all that, the work of the school is as usual 
– our children are very happy to be back with their 
friends and enjoying their learning.  We have some lovely 
themes and books to work from this term, including The 
Jolly Postman and All About Me for our younger children, 
and Lauren Child’s books and The Mystery of Maya for 
our older children.  We are using our outdoor environ-
ment lots and our Forest School programme is up and 
running, which is great! 

It is absolutely lovely to have the children back at school! 

Middleton Community Primary – September School News

Here’s what a few of our children said about being back 
at school -  

Rory - I’m happy to be back in school and to see every-
one again after a long, hard time not seeing my friends. 

Isaac – I was really excited to be coming back to school, 
but wasn’t sure if it was going to be different. 

Eva – I’ve missed my friends so much in lockdown.  I’m 
happy to see them again and I like seeing the teachers 
again too. 

Dylan – I’m really happy to be back a school, because we 
get to see our friends every day, except the weekend. 

Maisie – School is different, but amazing!

Lily – It’s really different, but I’m loving it so far!



Derbyshire Dales District Council is supporting residents 
to self-isolate if they or someone they’ve come into con-
tact with tests positive for COVID-19.

It is now a legal requirement for those testing positive for 
COVID-19, or those identified by NHS Test and Trace as a 
contact of someone with the virus, to self-isolate for 14 
days.

The Government has announced that a payment of £500 
is available for those on lower incomes who cannot work 
from home and have lost income as a result of self-isolat-
ing.

The Test and Trace Support Payment will be administered 
by local councils and Derbyshire Dales District Council is 
working to ensure a system is quickly in place to enable 
people who are eligible for support to claim this funding.

A council spokesperson said: “If you are contacted by 
NHS Test and Trace it is not only a legal requirement that 
you self-isolate but it’s also one of the most important 
ways we can prevent the spread of COVID-19, by break-
ing the chain of infection.

£500 Test and Trace Support Payments for Dales residents

“However, we know that for many people, particularly 
those on low incomes, the financial implications of not 
being able to work due to self-isolation can be severe.

“We therefore welcome the announcement that funding 
of £500 will be available to support residents to self-
isolate, and payments will be backdated for people who 
have been notified that they have to self –isolate on or 
after 28 September.”

Residents will need to submit supporting evidence 
including their ID number from NHS Test and Trace, bank 
details, proof of employment and evidence that they are 
in receipt of certain benefits.

Applications can be made from Monday 12th October by 
visiting www.derbyshiredales.gov.uk/Test&TracePayment 
or by telephone on 01629 818222 (select option 2 for 
Benefits enquiries).

Derbyshire Dales District Council Press Office

AUTUMN – John Clare

The thistledown’s flying, though the winds are all still,   
On the green grass now lying, now mounting the hill,  
The spring from the fountain now boils like a pot;  
Through stones past the counting it bubbles red-hot. 

The ground parched and cracked is like overbaked bread,  
The greensward all wracked is, bents dried up and dead.  
The fallow fields glitter like water indeed,  
And gossamers twitter, flung from weed unto weed. 

Hill-tops like hot iron glitter bright in the sun,  
And the rivers we’re eying burn to gold as they run;  
Burning hot is the ground, liquid gold is the air;  
Whoever looks round sees Eternity there.

OCTOBER -Thomas Hardy

The trees are undressing, and fling in many places – 
On the gray road, the roof, the window-sill – 
Their radiant robes and ribbons and yellow laces; 
A leaf each second so is flung at will, 
Here there, another and another, still and still.

A spider’s web has caught one while downcoming, 
That stays there dangling when the rest pass on; 
Like a suspended criminal hangs he, murmuring 
In golden garb, while one yet green, high yon, 
Trembles, as fearing such a fate for himself anon.

Autumn poems



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Installers of cavity wall and 

loft insulation; also loft ladders 

and boarding 

 

01629 824595       07802 845223 

www.dsinsulations.co.uk 

 

 

LADIES BOX-FIT  
At Middleton Village Hall 

Fridays 6.30-7.30pm 

£5 per session or £45 for 10 sessions 

To reserve a place or more info text Jill on 

07976 158076 or find me on Facebook 

@thefitnessshedwithjill 

 

 

PJB Projects 

Groundwork and Construction 

Minidigger & driver, drives, dropped kerbs, paths, 

extensions, garages & conservatories, 

landscaping, fencing & stonewalling 

15 years experience. 

Fully Qualified and Insured. 

Call Phil for a free estimate at a realistic price 

07977 240223 

 

 

PARISH COUNCILLORS                    Tel   
Cllr Dawn Greatorex      01629 356 661 
Cllr Peter Slack                          01629 823 359 
Cllr Olwen Wilson  01629 822701 
Cllr Glynis Spencer 
Cllr Tina Hymas-Taylor 
Parish Clerk:  John Rowe 07717 137526 
clerk@middletonbywirksworth-pc.gov.uk 
www.middletonbywirksworth-pc.gov.uk 
 
DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
Elisa McDonagh  
elisa.mcdonagh@derbyshiredales.gov.uk                          07838312714 
Mike Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth 823023 
mike.ratcliffe@derbyshiredales.gov.uk 
Peter Slack, 31 Chapel Lane, Middleton 823359 
Peter.slack@derbyshiredales.gov.uk 
 
COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
Irene Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth 823023   
 
Village Hall 
For bookings contact phone: 07434649572 
email: middletonvh20@gmail.com     
Village Hall Website www.middletonvh.org.uk 
 
Post Office Opening Times 

At the Nelson Arms. Tel 01629 733520 / 07770 662364 
Monday 2pm-4.50pm 
Wednesday 2pm-4.50pm 
Thursday 9am-11.50pm 
 
Parish Council Meetings 
Ordinary meetings will be held at 6.45pm on the second Monday of each month (except 
August) . Members of the public wishing to attend the meeting should contact the Parish 
Clerk in advance for joining instructions. 

 
Police 
Contact your local team on 0345 123 33 33  
 
Village Pump Editors 
Lucy Peacock 820831 
John Sedgwick                     822601 
Rob Rawlinson 824655 
Anna Clark 

Ellen Foster ATCL Music Lessons 

Singing, Recorder, Cello, Bass Guitar,  
Piano / keyboard. 

 

Enhanced DBS. All ages welcome, 

beginners or improvers. 

Competitive rates and discounted 

bundles available.  

 

Tel: 07855812753 or 

email ellenfostermusic@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Free Range Eggs 

Free range eggs £2.40 per 

dozen. Can deliver in the 

village. 

Tel. Sam Kitching 07824469219 

 

 

Paws on Paths 
 

Dog walking services 

Middleton Enhanced CRB, 

specially adapted vehicle 

Tel. Michael Kitching 

07982806741 

M J Petts 

Plumbing & Heating 

Installation – Service – 

Repair 

 
07580 457426 

mjpetts@hotmail.co.uk 

Gas Safe Registered - 551336 

       

Liam Delaney 

Dry Stone Walling 

Free estimates 
Lifetime guarantee on all works 

Tel: 07872 490521 

Email: lddrystonewalling@gmail.com 
Web: liamdelaneydrystonewalling.co.uk 

http://www.dsinsulations.co.uk/
http://www.middletonbywirksworth-pc.gov.uk/
mailto:elisa.mcdonagh@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
mailto:mike.ratcliffe@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
mailto:Peter.slack@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
http://www.middletonvh.org.uk/
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