
Middleton Village Newsletter

VILLAGE PUMP
May 2021 No. 480

Bin Days
Blue bin/Green bin: 
4th/17th May, 1st June

Grey bin/Food Caddy: 
10th/24th May

From April 2021 there has been a charge 
for Green Bin collections.   The cost is 
£50 per year per bin.

Deadline for next issue: Thursday 20th May 
Please send items by email to mail@middletonvillagepump.co.uk or leave at the Nelson

Middleton Environment Group – 2021 events
Covid restrictions have started to ease and hopefully will improve further in May and June.  After much discussion we 
would like to share our event plans for 2021 with you.

Middleton Open Gardens - Cancelled 
Sadly this will not take place this year but will return with a burst of blooms in 2022.

Middleton Produce Show – Taking place - Saturday 11th September     
This will be held in the Village Hall with produce being dropped off in the morning followed by results and a fun Auc-
tion in the afternoon, so get Growing, Pickling, Brewing (and any other ‘ing’ you can think of!)

A detailed schedule will be published in the Village Pump in July. If you need more details before then please contact 
Rob or Ann on 01629258471 

If Covid restrictions are back in place by then the event will of course take those into account. 
Rob Stamper

Christian Aid Week 10-16 May
Last year, despite the pandemic, Christian Aid supporters throughout 
the UK  managed to raise nearly £4 million through innovative and 
surprising means. We in Middleton have always been really generous 
with this annual appeal.

This year we will not be able to make a house-to-house collection due 
to the coronavirus restrictions but a volunteer from the village will be 
pushing an envelope through your door with information on different 
ways to give including online and using a secure collecting bucket in 
the Nelson during Post Office hours.

The work of Christian Aid is as vital as ever working with communities 
battling the effects of extreme weather, made more difficult with the 
coronavirus pandemic. People like Rose in Kenya caught in a cycle of 
climate chaos from severe drought to flooding. A reliable source of 
water from an earth dam would keep her family safe against the virus 
and enable her to grow fresh vegetables. 

Join thousands of people around the UK this May to help communities 
fight this crisis. Please look out for the red envelope early in May.  For 
further information you can contact me at anne@oldak.net

Thank you very much. 
Anne Oldak

Help wanted
Could you help put the Village Pump 
together? Additional editors wanted 
to share the load. Training can be 
provided. Please contact us on the 
email address below.



Diff’ from 

or % of 

average

Date

Mean max temp 9.3c +1.3c
Mean min temp 2.9c +0.9c
Highest maximum 20.6c 31st
Lowest minimum -2.2c 7th
Total Rainfall 69.0 mm 86%
Wettest Day 16.5 mm 10th
Days with rain 18
Total Sunshine 80.7 hrs 81%
Sunniest Day 10.3 hrs 3rd
Days with no sunshine 5

Weather March 2021

Mild, dry and cloudy

The first half of the month was rather cool and dull with 
no day reaching a maximum of 10c until the 15th. The 
second half was much milder with an early taste of sum-
mer on the 30th and 31st.  The 31st, with a maximum of 
20.6c and a minimum of 10.9c, gave the warmest March 
day and night since local records began in 1963. 

Rainfall was below average but slightly higher than last 
March. Most of the rain fell in the first half of the month 
with only 9.4 mm recorded in the second half. The total 
rainfall for the first quarter of the year stands at 355.4 
mm, 131% of the average over the last 30 years. 

Sunshine was below average, and the first half of the 
month was very dull with only 21.5 hrs of sunshine up to 
the 15th, just 43% of average.

It was the first March since 2014 with no lying snow 
recorded and the first thunder in March since 2015 was 

heard on the evening of the 26th.

The middle of the month was windier than at any time 
during the winter with gusts of 63 mph on the moor on 
both the 11th and 13th. 
Dave Evans

Local Businesses
 
In March’s edition of the village Pump, we featured a list 
of local businesses and Pump advertisers. Inexplicably, 
the list didn’t include Pepper’s Cottage Bakery of Middle-
ton. An updated list appears below, also see our advertis-
ers on the right, and on the back page.

Mobile Fish & Chips, Tuesday 4.30 to 7ish, Nelson car 
park

Bella Mia Pizzas, every other Friday, Nelson car park. 
March pizza days: 5th, 19th

Refills on the Road, Tuesday 10-12, Nelson car park, dry 
goods, washing/toiletries.  Check website for amazing list 
of products and bring your own container (accepts card 
payment)

Books, magazines & jigsaw exchange.  Nelson via Post 
Office or Church Porch (give donation)

Pepper’s Cottage Bakery, at Wirksworth farmers’ market. 
Orders can be placed in advance by emailing pepperscot-
tagebakery@hotmail.com or by messaging the bakery 
Facebook page.

Photo Corner

Above is a picture of the ruin on the side of the 
moor close to Water Lane.  Does anyone know its 
history?  More photos of other interesting ruins to 
follow soon.

Rob Rawlinson



 
Lime Tree Music Centre  

Matlock Based Music Services  
Instrumental Tuition  

Fully Equipped Rehearsal Space  
Audio Recording  

Video Conference Lessons 
Free 30 Minute Trial Lesson!  

01629 312985 
music@ limetreemusiccentre.co.uk  
www.limetreemusiccentre.co.uk

Sam Kitching 
Tree surgery - hedge trimming 

hedge management - tree trimming
stump removal 

stump grinding - log sales 
Fully Insured 

07824 46921

01629 823276   07817 778630

Missing Element Mortgage Services Ltd

 
We have been helping people financing their homes for over 

25 years.

Whether you are a First Time Buyer, Home Mover, need Buy 
to Let help, Help to Buy, have past Financial Problems.

 Advising on most types of mortgages is what we do.

Find us on Social Media  
@MissingElementMortgages

Or Call 01773 856 355

Visit www.missingelement.co.uk

Your property may be repossessed if you do not keep up 
repayments on your mortgage

For Sale
Dry Seasoned Logs

Bulk bag of hard wood : £70.00
Bulk bag of mixed wood : £60.00

Net of hard wood : £4.00
Net of mixed wood : £2.50

Feed bag of mixed wood : £3.50
Net of sticks : £2.50

Phone or text David on 
07900481845

Housecoal, Smokeless Fuel, 
Logs, Kindling & Firelighters
Quality fuels at unbeatable 

value

Signal Fuels
01773 747027 07974 434447

07970 215726

Approved coal merchants
Our reputation is glowing



Dear Editors,

I regret to inform you that there was an error in your lat-
est edition, number 479 of the Village Pump newsletter, 
which arrived recently.

The exciting project to bridge the Via Gellia has failed at 
the first hurdle. As the owner of Black Tor at Slaley (yes 
really, I’m not kidding), I am sure that earlier this year I 
had stipulated that all the paperwork had to be submit-
ted and the construction of the bridge completed by 
12.00 on April 1st 2021 otherwise my permission would 
be withdrawn. As not a single document was lodged with 
me let alone any sign of construction even starting by 
that deadline I have withdrawn my permission and the 
people of Middleton will thus have to continue to walk 
all the way down to the Via Gellia and up the other side 
in order to reach Bonsall. Of course, I may have dreamt 
it all, apart from the ownership of Black Tor as I have the 
deeds to prove that.

If you want further advice on bridge building over deep 
valleys, I suggest you employ the people behind the 
current planning permission approval at Stoney Middle-
ton where a railway is being constructed to approach a 
bridge over the void in the closed Darlton Quarry. If you 
look at the attached planning document in support of the 
proposal which was approved by the Peak Park planners 
and is being constructed now, you will see on page 9 that 

the bridge on this mock railway is being constructed by 
CGI as presumably is the train that falls off it.  We

will need to look out for a film or TV programme  featur-
ing a train falling off a bridge to see if we can recognise 
the location above Stoney Middleton.

Incidentally, the Village Pump April Fool story in 2004 
focused on the building of a large wind turbine above 
the Middleton Mine and dominating the village.  It was 
not public knowledge then, but I knew that there were 
proposals afoot at that time to look into building the 
1st wind farm in this area near Middleton at Carsing-
ton Pastures. I was doing a survey of the ponds around 
Bees Nest & Green Clay Pits SSSI for English Nature and 
we were only given permission to survey the ponds on 
Carsington Pasture by the energy company behind the 
investigation on the condition of secrecy and providing 
a copy of our survey results that they could use subse-
quently for the planning application. It made me chuckle 
that the Village Pump made up that April Fool report and 
I wondered whether someone editing the newsletter had 
heard, perhaps from the farmer, that a wind farm was 
being considered nearby.

Yours 
Chris Monk

Poetry corner
May-Flower 

Pink, small, and punctual, 
Aromatic, low, 
Covert in April, 
Candid in May,

Dear to the moss, 
Known by the knoll, 
Next to the robin 
In every human soul. 
Bold little beauty, 
Bedecked with thee, 
Nature forswears 
Antiquity.

Emily Dickinson

Letters

Middleton Litter-pickers
Apologies for the incorrect email address given 
in last month’s Pump.

Should you wish to join us, or find out more 
about what we do , please contact me by email 
at:

olwynbailey@outlook.com 



In last month’s Village Pump, Hildegard Wiesehofer 
offered some encouragement in doing our bit for the 
environment. Before the Covid lock down, Holy Trinity 
was very much involved with the school in educating our 
children in caring for creation. Now that we are looking 
to open things up again, it’s time to start thinking about 
how we can pick up the baton and start running towards 
the big climate change conference (COP 26) which the 
UK is hosting in Glasgow in October of this year.

Churches Together in Wirksworth and District held a 
lent course which was all about the climate emergency. 
It was less about spirituality and more about the action 
required to respond to what is the biggest moral issue 
of our day. Granted we shall have to work together to 
overcome the ‘fall out’ from the Covid pandemic, but 
whatever economy we are left with should focus on cre-
ating jobs in the ‘green sector’ so that our grandchildren 
will have some hope for living in a less hostile environ-
ment than that which is gradually taking such a toll on 
the lives of those who have the least power to respond 
to it. Climate change has been generated by the rapid 
and unchecked industrialisation of the world for the last 
two hundred years, and as the developing nations want 
a share in the lifestyles that we have created in the rich 
north, so the speed of climate change increases. COP 
26 is an international discussion on how we can change 
course to evert disaster.

We can’t, however, leave it to the politicians to make 
the necessary changes, and we can make a difference 

ourselves if we have the will to do so. Our Lenten discus-
sions reflected on why Christians and others should be so 
concerned and considered ways in which, together with 
others, we can make a difference as churches locally. 

Rather than sit back at the end of the course and pat 
ourselves on the back for being so ‘righteous’ we have 
already decided on a course of action to help local 
people take easy steps to making a change. In October 
we intend to sponsor a day in which, with the coopera-
tion of other interested groups around Wirksworth, we 
can share information and point people in the direction 
of specific companies or funding to help green our lives. 
A meeting with Sarah Dines, our MP, has been arranged 
to seek her cooperation in holding the Government to 
account over its promises to make positive change and 
hit its emissions targets. There is even some discussion 
about starting a local taxi service which uses electric cars. 
All of this is a big agenda and not all of our ideas will 
come to fruition, but even if some do then we will have 
made progress and from a Christian perspective we will 
be acting as good stewards of creation. 

If you would like to get involved in the discussion then 
please be in touch. I can be emailed at david.truby@
outlook.com or you can call me on 01629 822858.

With best wishes

Canon David Truby (Wirksworth Team Ministry)

Church News

Derbyshire Dales District Council is working with local 
people to address an alarming decline in wildflowers on 
local road verges and open spaces.

Councillors recently voted unanimously to take steps to 
increase biodiversity - and already 12 pilot sites have 
been created across the district.

At these sites verges are being cut less frequently to 
reverse a decline across the whole country that has seen 
97% of wildflower meadows lost in a century.

The council is working with and supporting local commu-
nity groups such as Wilder of Wirksworth, where volun-
teers have been sowing wildflower seeds and potting on 
wildflowers from members’ gardens to plant out in the 

verge on the corner of Summer Lane.

A District Council spokesperson said: “Road verges are 
vital habitats for plants, invertebrates, small mammals 
and birds and form green corridors linking wild spaces.”

“Most of our pilot sites are home to wildflowers already 
and they are being left uncut until late summer. A couple 
of the sites are typical grass verges and here we are sup-
porting local community groups in creating new wild-
flower zones.”  

The council will learn from the pilot sites and look to 
extend the number of wildflower verges next year, while 
supporting additional community groups that wish to 
create their own.

Wildflowers making a comeback



This edition is written completely by the children, I 
thought you’d heard enough from me!  The rest of the 
school news is made up of the thoughts and feelings of 
our children over the last few months.  As we hopefully 
see the world start to turn again, and lockdown restric-
tions being lifted, it’s important to remember where we 
have come from, but we move forward, look to the fu-
ture and are ready for what we hope are the good times 
ahead. 

We liked being back as school so we could play with our 
friends again and learn in our classroom.  I liked home 
learning, but it wasn’t the same as going to school and 
being together. – Puffins Class

There were some difficult times in the year 2020.  When 
2021 started I thought schools would start again but 
we only had one day then I was disappointed because 
schools were shut down.  When the schools shut down 
we weren’t allowed to see our family and friends.  During 
home schooling, it was nice to see people from my class 
in my house, when we had Teams video calls each day. – 
Alicia, Year 2

In lockdown I was scared because there was a virus 
around the world. I hoped it would get better. I was 
washing my hands.  I love my school so much. – Austin, 
Year 2 

During lockdown 2020 I felt disappointed because I was 
separate from my friends.  Then it was a new year 2021.  
After just one day back the school shut down.  I had a 
hard time but I had a Teams meeting every day and even-
tually we got back to school – Noah, Year 2

2020 was strange, miserable and hopeless and some-
times I felt a bit glum.  I felt excited for a new year (2021) 
but suddenly schools were shut down and we were sepa-
rated from my friends once again.  I felt disappointed. 
Learning at home – At home it was hard to be cheerful 

because Covid-19 was jumping person to person and we 
couldn’t meet others.  It was nice to stay with my family 
but I missed my friends at school – Tessa, Year 2 

When it was lockdown, I was at school with six children 
most of the time.  At lockdown school, we did puzzles, 
we played with the snow, we read books and lots more 
fun things.  When everyone came back into school I was 
very happy because I saw my friends and I played lots of 
games with them.  At lockdown, I missed everyone but 
now everyone is back!  - Andrea, Year 4

I was at school but there weren’t very many people in 
school.  It was very nice, it was very quiet we got lots 
done, we wrote stories and all sorts.  I was very happy 
to be at school.  We did lots of maths which was very 
easy but quite a lot of them was hard and it was nice at 
break because I played with my friends.  I am not bored 
anymore because all my friends came back.  I was very 
happy and I played with them – Betsy, Year 4

When it was lockdown and I was at home I just had 3 
people in the house and it was quite lonely because I 
usually have all my friends to play with and in the house, 
I only had my sister to play with.

To be back at school is amazing because I get to see my 
teachers again and also my friends that I can play with.  
To spend time with your family is amazing but to be at 
school is amazing too – Isabella, Year 4 

In lockdown we had to learn at home.  I missed my 
friends a lot but it was nice to spend time with family.  
We had online lessons.  Most of the time it was great 
with Mrs Hollands teaching us maths and English, though 
sometimes it doesn’t work out as planned! Now we are 
at school it is lovely to be with friends and teachers.  
Also, it feels great to get back into the usual routine – 
Viivi, Year 4

I loved being at home.  Spending time with my fam-
ily was the best.  But after a while I was getting tired of 
seeing my school friends and teachers online.  When I 
heard the announcement that we were going back to 

School News

“To be back at school is 
amazing because I get 
to see my teachers again 
and also my friends that I 
can play with.  ” 

“I was very happy to 
be at school... I’m not 
bored any more” 



County Councillor Irene Ratcliffe is not standing for re-
election in May, the Parish Council thanks her for her 
unstinting work on behalf of the village over many years.

Lighting and bins – B5023 Middleton Road 
Following a site meeting, Sarah Dines MP made repre-
sentations to DCC for the reinstatement of street lighting 
on the B5023 Middleton Road.  DCC has rejected the 
request citing absence of funding due to it not meeting 
the County Council’s criteria. We await the outcome of 
Miss Dines’ request for a litter bin on the same stretch of 
road.

Play Area Update 
In conjunction with DDDC who owns and operates the 
play area the Parish Council has made a grant bid to fund 
the purchase of a Playdale “Nucleus”.  Our application 
will be considered in May and we will know the outcome 
in June.

Next Meetings 
The Annual Parish Meeting and the Annual Meeting of 
the Parish Council will take place remotely on Tuesday 
4th May 2021. For details of how to join these meetings 
please contact the Parish Clerk.

A wide range of documents and information is published 
on our website at www.middletonbywirksworth-pc.gov.
uk including meeting agendas, supporting documents 
and minutes. 

Casual Vacancies 
The Parish Council currently has two casual vacancies, 
and nominations are invited from individuals interested 
in being co-opted to the Parish Council. If you’d like to 
discuss what the role entails please contact the Parish 
Clerk on 07717 137 526. 

Co-option will be by short interview at the next avail-
able meeting of the Parish Council.   If you wish to apply 
simply send your nomination, to include your name, 
address, and contact details to clerk@middletonbywirks-
worth-pc.gov.uk or post to John Rowe, c/o 1 Devonshire 
Villas, Upperwood Road, Matlock Bath, Matlock DE4 
3PD.

school, I was very happy.  First, I was very nervous but 
after the first day I felt I’d been there months.  Everyone 
welcomed me and I felt happy.  I love being at home but 
school is just as good too – Zofia, Year 4

I’m more happy to be at school than home learning be-
cause I can see my friends and teaching is easier, also the 
school have been really good about it and they would 
help if you were worried – Isaac, Year 6

I was really nervous to come back to school but enjoy 
seeing my friends, and my teacher helps me a lot.  I have 
enjoyed school so far – Shannon, Year 6

After months of learning in a near-empty classroom I’m 
glad to have my friends back, and am happy that school 
has finally returned to normal – Erin, Year 6

I have really enjoyed school so far because all my friends 

are back.  In lockdown it was really empty in the class-
room and it felt strange without my friends and I’m really 
glad to have them back – Libby, Year 6

Alison Dugdale writes: Our children are continuing to 
prove how resilient, kind and caring they are - what 
wonderful young people we have in our community. We 
are all very proud of them and what they have accom-
plished, despite these difficult times.  

School News (cont.)

Parish Council Report April 2021



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Installers of cavity wall and 

loft insulation; also loft ladders 

and boarding 

 

01629 824595       07802 845223 

www.dsinsulations.co.uk 

 

 

       
 

PJB Projects 

Groundwork and Construction 

Minidigger & driver, drives, dropped kerbs, paths, 

extensions, garages & conservatories, 

landscaping, fencing & stonewalling 

15 years experience. 

Fully Qualified and Insured. 

Call Phil for a free estimate at a realistic price 

07977 240223 

 

 

PARISH COUNCILLORS                    Tel   
Cllr Dawn Greatorex      01629 356 661 
Cllr Peter Slack                          01629 823 359 
Cllr David Morris  
Cllr Glynis Spencer 
Cllr Tina Hymas-Taylor 
Parish Clerk:  John Rowe 07717 137526 
clerk@middletonbywirksworth-pc.gov.uk 
www.middletonbywirksworth-pc.gov.uk 
 
DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
Elisa McDonagh  
elisa.mcdonagh@derbyshiredales.gov.uk                          07838312714 
Mike Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth 823023 
mike.ratcliffe@derbyshiredales.gov.uk 
Peter Slack, 31 Chapel Lane, Middleton 823359 
Peter.slack@derbyshiredales.gov.uk 
 
COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
Irene Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth 823023   
 
Village Hall 
For bookings contact phone: 07434649572 
email: middletonvh20@gmail.com     
Village Hall Website www.middletonvh.org.uk 
 
Post Office Opening Times 

At the Nelson Arms. Tel 01629 733520 / 07770 662364 
Monday 2pm-4.50pm 
Wednesday 2pm-4.50pm 
Thursday 9am-11.50pm 
 
Parish Council Meetings 
Ordinary meetings are held at 6.45pm on the second Monday of each month (except 
August).  Members of the public are welcome to attend meetings which are currently being 
held remotely.  Please contact for joining instructions.  Representations can be made or 
concerns raised during the Public Participation section of the meeting. 
Police 
Local PCSO: Kirsty.Hunt@derbyshire.police.uk or phone 101 
 
Village Pump Editors 
Lucy Peacock 820831 
John Sedgwick                     822601 
Rob Rawlinson 824655 
Anna Clark 

Ellen Foster ATCL Music Lessons 

Singing, Recorder, Cello, Bass Guitar,  
Piano / keyboard. 

 

Enhanced DBS. All ages welcome, beginners 

or improvers. 

Competitive rates and discounted bundles 

available. Online lessons available  

 

Tel: 07855812753 or 

email ellenfostermusic@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Free Range Eggs 

Free range eggs £2.60 per 

dozen. Can deliver in the 

village. 

Tel. Sam Kitching 07824469219 

 

 

Paws on Paths 
 

Dog walking services 

Middleton Enhanced CRB, 

specially adapted vehicle 

Tel. Michael Kitching 

07982806741 

M J Petts 

Plumbing & Heating 

Installation – Service – 

Repair 

 
07580 457426 

mjpetts@hotmail.co.uk 

Gas Safe Registered - 551336 

       

Liam Delaney 

Dry Stone Walling 

Free estimates 
Lifetime guarantee on all works 

Tel: 07872 490521 

Email: lddrystonewalling@gmail.com 
Web: liamdelaneydrystonewalling.co.uk 

http://www.dsinsulations.co.uk/
http://www.middletonbywirksworth-pc.gov.uk/
mailto:elisa.mcdonagh@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
mailto:mike.ratcliffe@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
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mailto:Kirsty.Hunt@derbyshire.police.uk
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