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Dates
Middleton’s Millennium Garden Rescue Saturday, 2 April
With the events of the past few months, our wonderful Millennium Gardens
have suffered. For many months volunteers were unable to work in the garden due to national restrictions. The Middleton in Bloom group has also reduced dramatically in size for various reasons, which again has impacted the
level of maintenance that the garden needs. Throughout this time, Mother
Nature has continued to do her work regardless, and our garden will now
need some extra input from the village to get the balance right again.
At our regular Bloom meeting, all three of us agreed to ask for a team of
volunteers to donate some time to help us get the garden back on track. We
will be drawing up a plan of action and have identified Saturday the 2nd to
put that plan into operation. All we need from you is a willingness to help.
Tasks will range from weeding, trimming, planting, transplanting, eating cake
and drinking tea and coffee. Any time you can spare - even as little as half an
hour - will be greatly appreciated. We have the tools, just not enough hands
to use them.

Thursday 7th April
Middleton Ladies Group - 7.30
at the Nelson. This month: craft
night.
Tuesday 12th April 8.00pm
Cribbage club at the Nelson
Wednesday 20th April 8.30pm
Folk Jam at the Nelson
Sunday 24th April
Community Walk – 10am from
the Village Green

You can either just turn up on the day, any time after 10.00 am, or preferably inform Hilary or Jane (The Nelson Arms 01629-825154) – to ensure that
enough cake is provided.
The gardens are one of the village’s greatest assets, and we are a fortunate community indeed to have them. We hope you can help us to remind
Mother Nature that we want to work with her so that we can continue to
enjoy the amazing garden setting.

Food bins.
Residents will have noted that food bins once again have been interrupted.
The explanation for this is found in a Press Release issued by DDDC on 28
February. It reads: ‘The permanent closure today (28 February) of the privately owned Vital Earth reprocessing facility in Ashbourne means Derbyshire
Dales residents are being asked for the next four weeks to mix food waste in
their domestic waste containers. All food caddy collections are paused from
tomorrow (1 March).’

Bin Days
Blue bin/Green bin
4th/19th April, 3rd May
Grey bin
11th/25th April
Used batteries for recycling can
be put in a bag on top of the Blue
bin.

Deadline for next issue: Thursday 21st April
Please send items by email to mail@middletonvillagepump.co.uk or leave at the Nelson

Weather February 2022
Mild and Wet
February 2022 was the mildest since 2019 and the equal
6th mildest in the last 45 years. The weather was consistently mild rather than anything exceptional and the
lowest minimum of -0.5c equalled the highest on record
for the coldest night in February. The coldest day was the
24th with a maximum of 4.8c, the highest on record for
the coldest day in February.
It was the third wettest February on record with only
2002 and 2020 being wetter. The total rainfall for the first
two months of the year is 229.1 mm, 120% of average
and 57.6 mm less than at the same time last year. It
was the dullest February since 2017, with 26 hours less
sunshine recorded than in January, a very unusual occurrence. The last time February was duller than January by
a similar margin was in 2010.
There was very little frost or snow and it’s now 10 years
since there was a single snowfall of more than 10cm in
February.
It was the windiest February since 2002 with gales on 5
days. The strongest of these was on the 18th with a gust
of 84 mph recorded on the moor. The 21st was almost as
windy with a gust of 79 mph recorded.
There was very little fog and the total of 7 hours of fog
equalled the lowest on record in February set in 1998.

Sam Kitching
Tree surgery - hedge trimming
hedge management - tree trimming
stump removal
stump grinding - log sales
Fully Insured
07824 469219

The winter of 2021/22 ( December to February ) was the
7th warmest in the last 45 years. December and February were both wet and if January had recorded even its
average amount of rain it would have been one or the
wettest winters on record. In the event, despite the dry
January, it was 10th wettest. It was also the windiest winter since 2014/15 and the least foggy since 2011/12.
Dave Evans
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Middleton Gardening Club
Middleton Gardening Club re-launched on Monday 14
February. It was great to see friends old and new. We had
an entertaining and informative talk from Catherine at
Green Farm Herbs, Birchover. She gave us a brief history
of her path to growing, the history and benefits of herbs
and tips on growing and propagating herbs.
Her top tips for growing herbs are:
1. Don’t be tempted to sow too early!
2. Don’t let parsley flower or seed, or it will die off.
3. Thyme loves sunshine and doesn’t like getting its feet
wet.
4. Thyme can be propagated with a hairpin by layering.
5. Lemon Balm put in an empty beehive may attract a
swarm of bees!
6. Grow herbs amongst vegetables to attract pollinators.
7. Chives can help with black spot.
8. Marigolds and basil will deter greenfly.
9. Sow herbs in modules and not trays, as they don’t like
being disturbed.
10. Harvest herbs when dry - freeze soft herbs and dry
woody varieties
For our 14 March meeting, we were joined by Jeff Bates.
Jeff is a local (Derby) horticulturist who is well known to
some Middleton residents as he was previously a judge
for Village in Bloom.
He gave a lively, amusing and highly informative talk
about what we should be doing in our garden at this
time of year. He also gave us homework by telling us
some things we should have already done this year. We
had visions of Club members being up with the sunrise
the following day to catch up!

Open Gardens 2022
The Environment Group is planning to rerun the Open
Gardens weekend this year on the weekend of 11/12
June. We have contacted people who have entered previously and would like to hear from anyone else who might
be interested in opening their garden for either one or
both days. We would also like to hear from anyone who
can spare a few hours to help supervise the car parking
and perhaps sell tickets to visitors.

He gave us loads of tips on pruning trees and shrubs,
explaining what to do with our herbaceous borders and
fruit trees and bushes. One of the tips that caused the
most gasps was when Jeff told us we should only deadhead our daffodils and leave them for six weeks before
doing anything else. The plants (leaves) needed to be
able to photosynthesise to increase the size of bulbs.
The gasps were caused by those of us who traditionally
knotted the leaves or even cut them off once the flowers
had died.
Another tip he gave us was about our lawns! Unless you
want a well-manicured lawn, the best thing is to cut as
high as you can, as often as you can, and leave the clippings on the ground. This way, it will be weed-free and
retain moisture and colour.
When Members were asked if there were any more
questions, the response was, ‘Can we have him again.’
From this and other feedback, we can assume the
evening was a success.
Thank you to everyone who supported the event and
made it such a fun session.
Our next meeting is on 11 April 2022 at the Nelson Arms
(thank you to Jane and Alan) - 7 pm for 7.30 pm start,
involving a talk by Pingle Produce on growing organic
vegetables.
Penny Bunting and Annie Nelson

Church News
You can date a person these days by how they describe
their music. Anyone over seventy talks about their
records. People in their fifties often refer to their CDs.
Anyone younger goes on about their MP3 downloads,
which is even now being replaced by an ability to stream
tracks! Technology keeps changing, but the love of music
continues. People love music because it lifts their spirits
and speaks of something beyond the mundane.
Likewise, the drama of the Easter story points to eternal
realities which are vividly rooted in the last days of Jesus’
life. However, we hear, see, or read the record of those
last days, their power to capture people’s imagination
remains.
With the preceding drama of Holy Week, Easter takes up
most of the space in the record of Jesus’ life. Despite the
importance of what had gone on before, each evangelist
pays considerable attention to the events from Palm Sunday onwards. Jesus’ teaching and the miraculous events
that surrounded his ministry are second-place, compared
to the weight given to his passion, death, and resurrection. Why? Well, in the end, what separates Jesus from
any of the other prophets who were around at the time
is the claim that in some way, death wasn’t the end of his
story. The Gospel writers wanted to ensure that the resurrection accounts were recorded for everyone to see.
That resurrection has proved to be a stumbling block for
many who would otherwise have no problems in accept-

ing much of what Jesus taught. What remains hard to accept is the possibility of him being raised from the dead.
The actual nature of that resurrection remains a subject
of great discussion. This discussion began soon after the
historical events which led the disciples from being a
defeated group of followers to a highly motivated group
of people determined to share the ‘Good News.’ St Paul
grapples with his understanding of resurrection in his
letters to the early church. Theologians continue to do so
in our day.
Those who believe do so, having taken a step of faith,
for there can be no proof other than the change in the
lives of those first followers seen in the record of scripture. Easter will remain the great mystery – the nature
of all great truths. In the Eastern Church, that mystery is
summed up in the great shout of praise on Easter Day, a
shout which the Church throughout the world has taken
up. “Alleluia Christ is Risen—he is risen indeed!”
Happy Easter
Do join us for our Easter morning communion on 17 April
at 11.00
Canon David Truby (Team Rector)

Middleton Choir Needs You!
You don’t have to live in Middleton to join us at Middleton Community Choir.
We welcome all ages and abilities. We believe everyone can sing, and how good you are doesn’t matter to us. You
must have a sense of fun and want to join us in enjoying a good sing.
We sing a variety of music and are well led by the talented Vicky Fordham, who teaches music to many young people
in the area.
If you want to give us a ‘no obligation’ trial, contact me from the details below or come along to a practice. Now is
an excellent time to join us as we begin planning and practising for a local concert in June this year. You will be made
very welcome!
We meet at Middleton Church on Tuesday evenings from 7.30-9 pm.
All music is supplied, but we ask for a £5 weekly donation towards our costs.
Annie Nelson (annie.nelson51@w3z.co.uk or 07990970753)

Village Groups Contact List
If you have a group that you’d like to include,
please email us.
Middleton in Bloom
Secretary: Hilary Casey (820076)
Village Green Committee
Secretary: Dawn Greatorex (356661)
Middleton Community Choir
Annie ( 07990970753)

Local Independent Mortgage
Broker - 30 years’ experience
First time buyers just 5% deposit
Poor credit history, CCJ, Defaults
Re-mortgages, Clear expensive debt raise funds
Contact Karen 01629 540761
or 07548 640652
karen@premiermortgageservices.com
Your home may be repossessed if you do not keep
up repayments on your mortgage. You may have
to pay an early repayment charge to your existing
lender if you re-mortgage

Middleton Environment Group
Chair: Rob Stamper
Allotments Committee
Chair: Mike Knott (826075)
Middleton Ladies’ Group
Pam Jones (823920) or Christine Gilmour
(822455)
Steeple Grange Light Railway
Martin Smith:
martinsmith187@tiscali.co.uk
John Cash: jtcpc@supanet.com
Middleton Book Group
Lucy Peacock (820831)
MMBG (Middleton Mountain Bike Group)
www.mmbg.co.uk

Missing Element Mortgage Services Ltd

Middleton and Wirksworth Wrestling Club
Classes on Monday evenings in the village Hall.
Contact Trevor Hoskins (07961 516722)

We have been helping people financing their homes for over 25
years.

Middleton Toddler Group
Meets Wednesdays 1.30pm-3pm at the Village
Hall

We can help with Equity Release, First Time Buyer, Remortgaging, Home Mover, Buy to Let, Help to Buy, Let to Buy, Bridging
Loans and more.

Nelson Arms
Bar and accommodation. Alan and Jane
(825154)

Advising on most types of mortgages is what we do.
Find us on Social Media
@MissingElementMortgages
Or Call 01773 856 355
Visit www.missingelement.co.uk
Your property may be repossessed if you do not keep up
repayments on your mortgage

Knit and Natter
In the Nelson on Mondays, 1-3pm.
Yoga Classes
Thursday evenings in the village hall. Contact
Nicky Mumford 07780 685083

Middleton Community Primary – March School News
Ofsted – We were delighted to receive a ‘Good’ judgement from our recent Ofsted inspection. We are so
proud of this achievement after what has been a hectic
and challenging time for us all.

One parent said, ‘There is an ethos of trying your best.
Children are included and supported. They are well cared
for. Every day, lots of smiling faces leave their classrooms.’

Our whole school community continues to work very
well together to make our school the great place that it
is. We’d like to share some quotes with you, but if you
would like to read the whole report, you can find it on
our school website.

Traversing Wall – We were so excited to finally have our
traversing wall installed. Our thanks go to Miss Madeley,
who made the initial bid to the Local Authority Healthy
Pupil Capital Funded Scheme, which funded this project.
The children absolutely love this new equipment, which
is great to see!

‘Middleton is a small and welcoming school. The aim of
‘valuing, inspiring and creating opportunities’ for pupils
is at the heart of the curriculum. Staff have high expectations for what pupils can achieve.
The school has a purposeful, busy atmosphere. Pupils are
eager to do their best. They are proud of their achievements
The curriculum is ambitious for all pupils. Pupils are
taught a broad range of subjects. Leaders link subjects
and topics together. Pupils can make connections in their
learning. Pupils apply their knowledge and skills from different subjects to solve problems and tackle challenges.
Reading is at the heart of the curriculum. Staff promote
the importance of reading for pleasure and for information. Each topic of learning links to a relevant class book.
Pupils read this book together. Pupils talk enthusiastically
about books and authors they enjoy.
The culture of safeguarding is strong. School rules remind
pupils to be ‘ready, respectful and safe’. These are at the
heart of the school’s work to safeguard pupils.

Defibrillator Fundraising – We are raising funds to add
a defibrillator to the outside of school, so this ‘end’ of
the village has this vital piece of equipment to hand. We
raised over £200 with our Maths Bee, and The School
Council are writing to local businesses to ask for donations. Our Art Club is also making ‘first aid’ shaped donation boxes to put in The Rising Sun and The Nelson hopefully. We have a little over £900 still to raise so that every
donation will help. Any further contributions from the
local community would be very welcomed. Thank you.
Mount Cook – Owls children had a fabulous time visiting
Mount Cook for their Roman residential. They took part
in many exciting activities, including cart building, archery, fossil digging and bushcraft. It was so lovely to give
the children this opportunity to learn a lot about the Romans and develop their independence and confidence.
World Book Day – As always, we had a great time sharing books, reading with our friends, and dressing up! We
added a little character cake decorating competition,
which was extremely hard to judge! The children’s creativity shone once more.

IN SEARCH OF STITCHEN VEIN
It’s been four years since we first took on the job of
clearing the mine shaft at the rear of Terry Houghton’s
cottage opposite the Nelson pub in Middleton.
Over the years we have removed tons of debris containing old bottles, boots, crockery, cattle bones, rock and
earth, all lifted with rope and tub. We descended on
single rope and then ascended using caving techniques.
The Virus held us up for a good time but once we got
going again a steady amount of spoil made its way to the
surface and onto the rising tip.
2022 the start of something exiting with a larger team
consisting of Martin Long, Shirley Burtonshaw, Ray
Marsh, Margaret Beresford, Chris and Andy Beardmore,
taking turns at the digging face then hauling saw many
hundredweight lifted each weekend. Then on the 9th
January Shirley cries out from the bottom of the dig, the
earth is sliding away and has revealed a passage. Hurriedly I rappelled down, we then pushed through the
restricted hole to be greeted by a short blasted level,
to our left a short in-filled trial passage, then up into
workings mainly worked with picks, several worked out
cavities here, but above us we could see voids, ladders
required here. We return to daylight. It’s now Sunday 6
February, with ladder acquired we decide to slice it in
two to enable it to fit around the tighter corners of the
passages, thus now in situ we re-bolt it back together,

whilst Shirley continues to dig at the shaft bottom Chris
and I look at using a smaller ladder to access more workings. To our left we follow a rout trending upward into a
rather tight squeeze again to our left a chamber with the
possibility of an internal shaft in the roof (a winze), some
breakdown evident here, not a place to linger, although
it may be a way on. On our next visit Martin and Shirley
start a survey whilst Margaret and I poke around looking
at various digs, lead veins have been well picked out with
little mineral evident although plenty of calcite remaining, useless to the old miner. The survey shows that the
main workings on Stitchen Vein do head close to Terry’s
cottage and hopefully toward the Nelson.
Andy Beardmore andy.beardmore@ntlworld.com

PARISH COUNCILLORS
Cllr Peter Slack (Chair)
Cllr Glynis Spencer (Vice Chair)
Cllr Dawn Greatorex
Cllr David Morris
Cllr Derek Renshaw
Parish Clerk: John Rowe
clerk@middletonbywirksworth-pc.gov.uk

Tel
01629 823 359

07717 137526
www.middletonbywirksworth-pc.gov.uk

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
Dawn Greatorex
dawn.greatorex@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
Mike Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth
mike.ratcliffe@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
Peter Slack, 31 Chapel Lane, Middleton
Peter.slack@derbyshiredales.gov.uk

07838312714
823023
823359

COUNTY COUNCILLOR
Dermot Murphy
dermot.murphy@derbyshire.gov.uk

07794 327817

Village Hall
For bookings contact phone: 07434649572
email: middletonvh20@gmail.com
Village Hall Website: middleton-village-hall.business.site
Post Office Opening Times at the Nelson Arms.
Tuesday 2pm-4.50pm
Wednesday 2pm-4.50pm
Thursday 9am-11.45am

PJB Projects
Groundwork and Construction
Minidigger & driver, drives, dropped kerbs, paths,
extensions, garages & conservatories,

Parish Council Meetings
Ordinary meetings are held at 6.45pm on the second Monday of each month (except
August). Members of the public are welcome to attend meetings which are currently being
held at Holy Trinity Church. Representations can be made or concerns raised during the
Public Participation section of the meeting. The calendar of current meetings can be found
at https://www.middletonbywirksworth-pc.gov.uk/council-meetings.html where copies of
the agenda, supporting documents and the minutes of previous meetings are also available.

15 years experience.
Fully Qualified and Insured.
Call Phil for a free estimate at a realistic price
07977 240223

M J Petts
Plumbing & Heating

Police
Local PCSO: Kirsty.Hunt@derbyshire.police.uk or phone 101
Village Pump Editors
Lucy Peacock
John Sedgwick
Rob Rawlinson
Anna Clark

landscaping, fencing & stonewalling

820831
822601
824655

Installation – Service –
Repair
07580 457426
mjpetts@hotmail.co.uk
Gas Safe Registered - 551336

Layout editors wanted for the
Village Pump
You will need the use of a DTP
package such as InDesign or
Publisher. Training can be provided.
Please contact
mail@middletonvillagepump.co.uk

For Sale
Liam Delaney
Dry Stone Walling
Free estimates
Lifetime guarantee on all works
Tel: 07872 490521
Email: lddrystonewalling@gmail.com
Web: liamdelaneydrystonewalling.co.uk

Installers of cavity wall and
loft insulation; also loft ladders
and boarding
01629 824595
07802 845223
www.dsinsulations.co.uk

Dry Seasoned Logs
Bulk bag of hard wood : £70.00
Bulk bag of mixed wood : £60.00
Net of hard wood : £4.00
Net of mixed wood : £2.50
Feed bag of mixed wood : £3.50
Net of sticks : £2.50
Phone or text David on

07900481845

